
How to Make a Simple Paper Airplane 
Paper airplanes have been around for as long, if not longer, as 
actual aircraft. In 1908-1909, Method 1 

Making a Simple Plane 

1.  

 

Use a regular A4/letter size piece of paper 

1 

Use a regular A4/letter size piece of paper.  
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2.  

Fold the paper in half 

2 

Fold the paper in half. When folding, the orientation of the 
paper should be vertical, and the crease should be along this 
middle, longer side. Make sure the corners of the paper match 
up.  

 Use your thumb or a flat-edged tool, like a ruler, to crease 
the paper. (Crease paper hard) When making any kind of 
paper airplane, make sure your creases are sharp.[3]  

 Unfold the paper. Do not turn it over. 
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3.  

Fold the two top corners towards the middle crease 

3 

Fold the two top corners towards the middle crease. The edges of 
the paper should be aligned as exact as possible to the middle 
crease. The two outer edges of the paper should touch each other 
at the crease line.  

 This should form triangular flaps on each side of the 
paper. The top should be in the shape of a point. 

 The bottom of edge of the flap should be a straight line. 



4.  

Fold the flap again towards the middle of the paper 

4 

Fold the flap again towards the middle of the paper. Take the 
top corner of the outside edge and fold it towards the middle. 
Just like in step 3, the edges should meet up along the 

vertical crease in the middle.  

 The paper should look like a dart, with a much narrower 
triangular flap on each sides. Most of the paper now will be 
in the shape of a triangle, with a point at the top. 



5.  

Fold the paper in half 

5 

Fold the paper in half. When folding the paper in half, make 
the fold along the vertical crease. You are folding one side of 
the paper on top of the other, so it should match up exactly. Run 
your finger or ruler along the crease to make it sharp.  

6.  



Fold the wings down 

6 

Fold the wings down. Lay the paper so that the flat crease is 
oriented at the bottom. Fold the paper down from the top to 
make a wing, leaving a few inches at the bottom. Do the same 
thing for the other side, making sure to fold the second wing at 
the exact same place as the first. When finished, it should look 
like a dart plane. 

To make a slightly more advanced version of this basic paper 
airplane, just add wing tips. On the back edge of one of the 
wings, make a small fold. The fold will be in the shape of a 
small triangle. Bend it upwards so you have a wing tip that 
points towards the sky. Repeat on the other wing, making sure the 
creases of the tips match. 

Tips 
 Use a crisp, new piece of paper. 

 Don't manipulate it or change it in any way or it won't fly properly. 

 Throw it gently. 

 When making paper airplanes crease the edges tightly with your 
fingernail. 

 Point up 2 degrees when throwing. 

 If the plane nosedives, slightly curve the rear edges of the wings upward. 
If it goes up but 

then falls, curve the rear edges of the wings downward slightly.[6] 
 Adding 1 cm flaps can help smooth out flight 
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Method 2 

Making a Simple Bulldog Dart 

1.  

Fold a letter size paper in half 

1 

Fold a sheet of A4 paper in half, make a crease along the 
vertical line of the paper. Make sure the two edges of the paper 
line up exactly. Unfold the paper.  

 When making creases, make sure they are sharp and crisp. 
Use your thumb or a ruler 



2. Fold 
the top corners down so they meet at the center crease 

2 

Fold the top corners down so they meet at the center crease. The 
edges should meet exactly at the middle crease. The bottom of 
edge of the flap should be a straight line.  

 The flaps should make two triangles, and the tip should be 
in a point. 



3.  

Flip the paper over 

3 

Flip the paper over. Take the outer pointed edge and fold that 
corner to the center crease. Repeat on both sides.  

 At this stage, you will have three layers of triangular folds. 
The bottom corners of the top triangular layer should meet 
at the center crease. The edges of the paper should be be 
mostly in the shape of a triangle, with the bottom edge still 
flat. 



4.  

Fold the tip down 

4 

Fold the tip down. The pointed tip should be folded to the bottom 
corners of the top triangular layer that meet at the center 
crease. The paper now should have a flat, truncated tip where 
the pointed tip was previously.  

5.  



Fold the paper in half 

5 

Fold the paper in half. Match the edges of the paper exactly, 
creating a symmetrical fold along the center crease. The folds 
done in steps 3 and 4 should be on the inside of the paper.  

6.  

Fold the wings down 

6 

Fold the wings down. The crease should be along the top line 
starting from the flat nose of the plane. The folds should 
match on each side of the plane. 

 This plane flies better at a slower speed. The nose will cause 
it to fall if you throw it too fast.[4]  
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Tips 
 Use a crisp, new piece of paper. 

 Don't manipulate it or change it in any way or it won't fly properly. 

 Throw it gently. 

 When making paper airplanes crease the edges tightly with your 
fingernail. 

 Point up 2 degrees when throwing. 

 If the plane nosedives, slightly curve the rear edges of the wings upward. 
If it goes up but 

then falls, curve the rear edges of the wings downward slightly.[6] 
 Adding 1 cm flaps can help smooth out flight. 
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Method 3 

Making a Simple Kite Plane 

1.  

 

Make a 2 1/2 cm fold 

1 

Using an A4, turn the paper vertically. Make a 2 1/2 cm fold 
horizontally along the top of the paper. Repeat this 8 times, 
folding each time on top of the previous fold, for eight folds. 
The paper will now be about half the size it was before.  

 Make sure the folds are lined up exactly on top of one 
another and tightly folded. 

 The creases should be sharp and crisp. To achieve a sharp 
crease, use your thumb or a ruler 



2.  

Fold the paper in half 

2 

Fold the paper in half. Before you fold, flip the paper over. The 
folds should not be visible after you flip it over. Now, fold the 
paper in half along the vertical, matching the edges of the paper 
exactly. The folds will now be visible.  

3.  



Fold the wings. Leaving around 1.5cm – 2.5cm the bottom, fold 

over the top of the paper. Repeat this on the other side, making 

sure the crease is even along the top of the plane.  

 The folds should be on the bottom of the plane. 
 The kite plane is capable of great distance and accuracy.[5]  

 
Tips 

 Use a crisp, new piece of paper. 

 Don't manipulate it or change it in any way or it won't fly properly. 

 Throw it gently. 

 When making paper airplanes crease the edges tightly with your 
fingernail. 

 Point up 2 degrees when throwing. 

 If the plane nosedives, slightly curve the rear edges of the wings upward. 
If it goes up but 

then falls, curve the rear edges of the wings downward slightly.[6] 
 Adding 1 cm flaps can help smooth out flight. 
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